
 

Town of Erie Legisla�ve Policy Priori�es 
The Town of Erie is a growing community with high expecta�ons for being the best place to raise a 
family, start a business, thrive through aging, enjoy the outdoors, and so much more. The Town Council 
regularly engages residents through various methods to check in on changing values and goals for our 
future. Residents shared in a survey in Summer 2025 that their top priori�es for ac�on in the next 2-3 
years include Traffic & Infrastructure, Growth & Development, Water Cost & Availability, Affordable & 
Diverse Housing, Increasing Commercial Development, Public Safety, Oil & Gas Development, 
Preserva�on of Open Space, Recrea�on & Community Ameni�es, and a Mul�-Modal Focus. The Town 
will advocate for or against proposed legisla�on that relates to the above topics. More details related to 
this advocacy are below.  

 

 

LOCAL AUTONOMY AND CONTROL 
• SUPPORT LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTONOMY AND HOME RULE AUTHORITY  

The Town generally opposes the preemp�on of local authori�es, and bills that seek to 
limit the authority and powers of municipal government, unless they are co-developed 
in conjunc�on with municipal partners and further a policy otherwise iden�fied in the 
Town's policy agenda. 

• ADVOCATE FOR INCREASED LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARTICIPATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
POLICIES AND LEGISLATION THAT IMPACT MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES.  
The Town supports policies that recognize the unique and diverse history, culture, and 
environment of communi�es across Colorado, while working to ensure equity for all 
throughout the en�re State. 

 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT 
Affordable Housing 

• ENSURE FUNDING FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING REFLECTS THE REGIONAL AND LOCAL COSTS OF 
DEVELOPMENT.  
Ensure that State and Federal grants and subsidies for affordable housing development 
reflect regional housing development and land costs and keep pace with 
construc�on/materials cost increases. 

• SUPPORT POLICIES AND FUNDING TO PRESERVE AFFORDABLE HOUSING (DESIGNATED AND 
NATURALLY OCCURING) 
Expand housing funding, that preserves exis�ng affordable housing units and keeps 
people in their homes, such as programs for rental and mortgage assistance, housing 
rehab, housing modifica�ons for aging in place and accessibility, and other innova�ve 
approaches to u�lize exis�ng housing stock. 



 

• IMPROVE THE RIGHTS OF RESIDENTS WITHIN MANUFACTURED HOME COMMUNITIES 
Enhance and preserve the rights of residents within manufactured home communi�es 
and provide funding to support residen�al ownership or non-profit ownership of 
manufactured home communi�es. 

• INCREASE FUNDING, AND FINANCIAL INCENTIVES THAT SUPPORT LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN 
INCREASING AFFORDABLE HOUSING STOCK, TRANSIT, AND TRANSPORTATION 
Increase the availability of tax credits and other financial incen�ves for the development 
and reten�on of affordable housing. Support increased downpayment assistance for 
affordable ownership opportuni�es. Work with State legislators to ensure affordable 
housing funding and programs are designed for clarity and ease of access to both for- 
and non-profit developers. 

• SUPPORT INCREASED LOCAL CONTROL OVER SPECIAL DISTRICTS AND THEIR TAXING 
AUTHORITY 
Provide increased municipal controls over the forma�on of and taxa�on of special 
districts, including metro districts' ability to tax residents more than the actual cost of 
the infrastructure provided and their ability to refinance when a bond is close to 
sunse�ng. 

• SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES THAT ASSIST FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS IN HOUSING 
CRISIS OR EXPERIENCING HOMELESSNESS  
Support efforts to create, expand and preserve state, county, and local government 
op�ons to address Colorado’s housing affordability crisis, including housing and 
suppor�ve services for those facing evic�on, at-risk of homelessness, and expanded 
housing opportuni�es for Erie's workforce. 

• NOTE: In March 2025, the Council did not support the above item as writen but 
asked for addi�onal informa�on in prepara�on for 2026 Agenda. 

 
• SUPPORT EFFORTS TO INCREASE THE AVAILABILITY OF FOR-SALE CONDOMINIUMS THROUGH 

CONSTRUCTION DEFECTS OR OTHER POLICY REFORMS 
Condo construc�on in Colorado, unlike many other states, has diminished significantly 
over the past 15 years, leaving a gap in the housing con�nuum, and reducing affordable 
and atainable housing op�ons. To effec�vely address this issue the Colorado General 
Assembly must balance the costs, risks, and impacts to both developers and 
homeowners. The Town supports a comprehensive solu�on that addresses construc�on 
liability, condo development insurance, and homeowner protec�ons and rights. 



 

 
Transporta�on  

• SUPPORT COMPREHENSIVE FUNDING SOLUTIONS THAT MEET THE INCREASING 
TRANSPORTATION AND MOBILITY NEEDS IN COLORADO 
Erie supports a comprehensive statewide transporta�on funding solu�on to meet the growing 
transporta�on and mobility needs of Colorado. Colorado must consider all opportuni�es 
including the expansion and moderniza�on of the transporta�on revenue structure, reevalua�on 
of Colorado's spending priori�es, and a more equitable approach to alloca�ng available 
revenues to address the growing mobility needs at the local government level through specific 
distribu�ons for local transporta�on systems that maintain the infrastructure in the highest 
popula�on density areas.  

• SUPPORT POLICIES AND FUNDING THAT INCREASE MULTIMODAL OPTIONS AND IMPROVE 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY TO REDUCE TRAFFIC FATALITIES 
The Town supports legisla�on funds innova�ve and collabora�ve approaches to 
maintain and improve exis�ng transporta�on systems, address safety, and support 
mul�modal transporta�on investments. 
 

THIS IS WHERE EDITING LEFT OFF IN MARCH 2025 
 

• ENSURE TRANSIT INVESTMENTS INCORPORATE THE NEEDS OF COMMUNITIES PARTIALLY 
WITHIN THE RTD BOUNDARY 
Support transit investments and grant opportuni�es that incorporate the needs of 
communi�es such as the Town of Erie, which lie par�ally within the RTD regional transit 
boundaries. Ensure transit related funding considers travel-sheds and commuter 
paterns that fall outside jurisdic�onal boundaries. 

• EXPEDITE FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE NAMS (NORTHWEST AREA MOBILITY STUDY) 
TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENTS  
Erie supports resources and funding to complete the mul�modal and roadway 
improvement planned for the key North Area Mobility Study (NAMS) corridors, including 
mul�modal improvements and transit service along CO-7, CO-52, CO-287 and the I-25 
corridor. Expedite resources to complete these projects within a faster �meframe. 
Ensure funding is available for local infrastructure that supports these State and federal 
highway systems. 



 

• SUPPORT ONGOING PLANNING FOR FRONT RANGE PASSENGER RAIL AND OTHER RAIL 
INVESTMENTS THAT WOULD IMPROVE ACCESS AND INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE RESIDENTS OF 
ERIE 
Support ongoing planning for the Front Range Passenger Rail (FRPR) plan in Colorado 
and iden�fy long-term funding for rail infrastructure, including sta�on area planning, 
and extending the N Line to Erie, comple�ng both the Northwest Rail line as well as the 
Front Range Passenger Rail Line, and expanding exis�ng service and new rail systems to 
ensure RTD fulfills its obliga�on to our region.  

• SUPPORT INVESTMENTS IN AUTOMATED VEHICLES THAT ARE CLEAN-FUELED AND SAFE FOR 
ALL MODES OF TRAVEL 
Support policies and investments in autonomous vehicle infrastructure that are clean-
fueled and safe for all modes of travel, and that have the poten�al to reduce parking 
demand and vehicle miles travelled. Ensure local governments have regulatory authority 
for the implementa�on and management of these vehicles and systems. 

• INCREASE TRANSPORTATION ACCESS FOR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS, INCLUDING YOUTH, 
OLDER ADULTS, LOWER INCOME RESIDENTS AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
Increase transporta�on access for Erie residents who depend on transit, mul�-modal 
connec�ons, and other alterna�ve transporta�on op�ons. Ensure transporta�on access 
and connec�vity to key services is available to vulnerable and underserved popula�ons, 
including youth, older adults, Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC), and those 
with lower income and people with disabili�es. 

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT 
Sustainability & Climate Resilience 

• SUPPORT INVESTMENTS IN AIR-QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS TO ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPACTS 
Increase efforts that priori�ze and promote effec�ve and cost-efficient ini�a�ves to 
improve air quality and bring nonatainment areas of the State into compliance with the 
federal Clean Air Act. 

• SUPPORT LOCAL CLEAN ENERGY AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE INVESTMENTS 
Increase opportuni�es for municipali�es to implement local clean energy and climate-
related strategies, including access to federal and State funding for renewable energy, 
electrifica�on, nature-based climate solu�ons, and other innova�ve and effec�ve 
approaches. 

• ASSIST WITH THE TRANSITION TO MODERN BUILDING ENERGY CODES 
Support efforts to transi�on local governments to modern building energy codes 
through cohorts and other technical assistance programs that lead to new code 
adop�on. Ensure funding is available for code adop�on and implementa�on, including 
staffing to support code review and inspec�ons. 



 

• SUPPORT STATE AND LOCAL GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION GOALS TO SHIFT FROM FOSSIL 
FUELS TOWARD RENEWABLE ENERGY  
Support a shi� from fossil fuels toward clean and renewable energies, and recognize the 
importance of investments to strengthen the electrical grid and  efforts to transi�on to 
electric vehicles and equipment and building electrifica�on. Support community 
involvement in energy produc�on transi�ons to ensure a just and equitable economic 
transi�on.  

• SUPPORT MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC AND ELECTRICAL COOPERATIVES IN TRANSITIONING TOWARD 
RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY 
Transi�on electric coopera�ves such as United Power to independently purchase local 
renewable electricity and implement other measures that reduce greenhouse gas 
pollu�on. 

• SUPPORT THE AVAILABILITY OF AFFORDABLE CLEAN ENERGY FOR ALL COLORADANS  
Ensure affordable energy costs, including green-energy programs, for all residents and 
low-income households. Work to address dispari�es in access to affordable and clean, 
renewable energy.  

 
Oil & Gas 

• PROVIDE ADEQUATE RESOURCES AND OVERSIGHT FOR THE COMPLETE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
SB19-181 
Provide adequate resources for full implementa�on and oversight associated with SB19-
181, including public health oversight of air, soil, and water quality impacts, �mely and 
thorough complaint response, and residen�al protec�ons for adjacent homeowners. 
Where State resources are not available, provide aid and support to local government in 
delivering these services. Strengthen regula�on, permi�ng and enforcement of oil and 
gas explora�on and produc�on. 

• ENSURE THE OIL AND GAS SECTOR MEET THE STATE’S GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION GOALS 
Support measures (such as measurements, tracking, confirma�on, etc.) that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions from the oil and gas sector by 60% by 2030, compared to 
2005 levels, as prescribed by the State’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduc�on Roadmap. 

• ENSURE STATE DEPARTMENTS AND OVERSIGHT BOARDS INVOLVE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN 
ADMINISTRATIVE RULE-MAKING AND DECISION-MAKING REGARDING ENERGY EXTRACTION  
Ensure the Energy and Carbon Management Commission (ECMC) and the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) substan�vely involve local 
governments affected by energy extrac�on (oil, natural gas, and geothermal energy) and 
carbon sequestra�on, including recogni�on of local health, safety, and environmental 
impacts in legisla�ve and administra�ve decision-making. 



 

• REQUIRE CONSISTENT UTILITY PIPELINE REGULATIONS AND OVERSIGHT AMONG MANAGING 
AGENCIES 
Support consistent u�lity pipeline regula�ons between agencies involved in their 
oversight and require coopera�on among agencies that manage lands bisected by 
pipelines. Ensure local governments are involved in developing pipeline regula�ons and 
require transparency for loca�ng pipelines. 

 

Landfills & Solid Waste   
• SUPPORT WASTE REDUCTION AND DIVERSION POLICIES THAT REDUCE THE NEED FOR 

EXPANDING LANDFILLS 
Support waste reduc�on and diversion policies that reduce the need to expand landfills 
and reduce the amount of compostable materials that are landfilled and generate 
methane. The Town of Erie currently has one landfill permited by the State of Colorado 
to operate as municipal solid waste landfill.  Colorado’s waste diversion rate is only 
15.9% percent, which is far behind the na�onal average of 34%. The lack of State 
leadership around beter management of solid waste results in a direct impact on the 
Erie community, including a growth in demand for landfill space, increased traffic, air, 
soil and water quality concerns, and other public health impacts. 

• SUPPORT ADEQUATE AUTHORITY AND RESOURCES FOR THE COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT TO MEET SOLID WASTE DIVERSION GOALS 
Ensure that CDPHE has adequate authority and resources to implement plans and 
policies to meet Colorado’s statewide and regional solid waste diversion goals.  

• REDUCE GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM SOLID WASTE SITES 
Support State investments in greenhouse gas emissions reduc�ons from solid waste sites 
like local landfills, while incen�vize diversion of compostable materials. 

• INCREASE MONITORING AND COMPLIANCE OF LOCAL LANDFILLS  
Ensure locally owned or operated landfills are compliant with State mandates and 
regula�ons through rigorous monitoring, inspec�ons, measurements, and repor�ng.  
Support State resources for performing inspec�ons, reviewing the quarterly reports, 
maintaining quality staff, and regula�ng landfills. 

• SUPPORT COMMON STANDARDS FOR GAS RELEASE AND FLARING EMISSIONS 
Establish common standards across industries for methane gas release and flaring, such 
as requirements for oil and gas and landfills. 

• ADDRESS THE DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACTS OF ENVIRONMENTALLY INTENSIVE ACTIVITIES 
Supports policies and regulatory ac�ons that advance environmental jus�ce and protect 
dispropor�onately impacted communi�es from landfills, oil and gas ac�vi�es, and other 
environmentally and resource intensive ac�vi�es.  



 

 

COMMUNITY WELLBEING 
Economic Health & Vitality 

• SUPPORT LOCAL ECONOMIES BY PROVIDING INCENTIVES AND REGULATORY RELIEF TO SMALL 
BUSINESSES AND ENTREPRENEURS 
Support enhancing the ability of entrepreneurs and small businesses to establish and 
develop their businesses while providing incen�ves for investors.  Increase the 
availability of tax credits and other financial incen�ves for small businesses and 
entrepreneurs.  Protect small businesses and Erie jobs from the impact of burdensome 
and costly regula�ons.   

• SUPPORT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INCENTIVES TO ATTRACT NEW BUSINESSES TO 
COLORADO TOWNS LIKE ERIE 
Support economic development incen�ves as cri�cal tools for atrac�ng new business, 
encouraging expansion of exis�ng business, crea�ng jobs, and s�mula�ng private 
investment.  Oppose any effort to remove, or restrict, the use of these programs to 
support local economic development ac�vi�es in Erie.   

• INCREASE PROGRAMS AND POLICIES THAT SUPPORT DIVERSE BUSINESSES AND OTHER 
MINORITY BUSINESS OWNERS 
Support programs, policies, and funding that address systemic wealth dispari�es. 
Provide opportuni�es for diverse and minority-owned businesses and entrepreneurs to 
receive support and services to equitably par�cipate in the economy. 

• CONTINUE TO SUPPORT TAX INCREMENT FINANCING AS A TOOL TO FACILITATE NEW 
DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT 
Support the ongoing ability to effec�vely use tax increment financing programs provided 
by the Colorado Urban Renewal Law and Downtown Development Authority Act to 
facilitate ongoing development and redevelopment ac�vi�es in Erie.   

• PROVIDE FUNDING ASSISTANCE TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS AT THE STATE AND 
LOCAL LEVEL 
Support State and Federal funding for local economic development partners, including 
the Colorado Office of Economic Development and Interna�onal Trade (OEDIT) and 
Metro Denver Economic Development Corpora�on (MDEDC).   

Human Services & Mental Health 
• ENSURE COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES, HOUSING, HEALTH, AND MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDERS 

ARE ADEQUATELY FUNDED TO ADDRESS THE GROWING NEED FOR SERVICES IN ALL 
COMMUNITIES  
Erie residents along with Coloradans across the State face a significant need for 
increased access to housing assistance, mental/behavioral health services, health care, 
food assistance, energy assistance, and other human services. The Town relies on its 



 

regional partners, including Boulder and Weld Coun�es, local non-profits, community 
health and mental health providers to collaborate and implement programs needed by 
our residents. The Town supports policy changes that would expand access to health, 
housing, and all human services and reduce barriers to services and care. 

Equity & Inclusion 
•   
• Ensure State And Federal Policies Are Developed With A Lens Toward Diversity, Equity, 

And Inclusion 
o The Town of Erie supports equitable and inclusive statewide policies.  As 

government ins�tu�ons, it is the ethical responsibility of the Town and State alike 
to ac�vely evaluate and resolve ins�tu�onal discrimina�on, which can manifest 
through policies, prac�ces, and behaviors. 

• DISMANTLE STATE AND FEDERAL POLICIES THAT FURTHER SYSTEMIC DISCRIMINATION 
o Erie supports the implementa�on of State and Federal policy that reverses 

systemic discrimina�on by race, ethnicity, gender, physical and mental ability, 
mental health status, sexual orienta�on, gender expression, class, country of 
origin, income, and other protected classes. The Town supports equitable 
approaches for programs and policies that advance historically underserved and 
underrepresented popula�ons to foster well-being and belonging.  

•  
 

 

MUNCIPAL SERVICES 
Administra�on 

• ENSURE NEW PROGRAMS AND POLICIES DO NOT SHIFT THE ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN AND 
CREATE UNFUNDED MANDATES FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
Colorado municipali�es are the implementa�on arm of numerous State programs. 
Program and policy changes that require local implementa�on or shi� the administra�ve 
burden to local governments should only be made with collabora�ve discussion and 
planning with and adequate funding to support policy implementa�on. 

• PROTECT THE AUTONOMY OF MUNICIPAL COURTS 
Protect the autonomy of municipal courts while ensuring necessary State oversight for 
the consistent protec�on of the cons�tu�onal rights of defendants. Oppose limita�ons 
on the authority of municipali�es to enforce their own ordinances in municipal courts. 

• PROTECT MUNICIPALITIES’ ABILITY TO DETERMINE AND CHARGE LOCAL FEES AND 
REQUIREMENTS TO OFFSET THE COSTS OF SERVICES 
Support municipal discre�on concerning the imposi�on of fees and requirements, 
including the authority to charge development fees, research and retrieval fees for open 



 

records requests, and other fees for services that impact the organiza�on and 
community. 

 
Community Policing 

• PROVIDE STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING TO SUPPORT THE AVAILABILITY OF BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH SERVICES IN LAW ENFORCEMENT RESPONSE FOR PERPETRATORS, VICTIMS AND 
OFFICERS 
Support State funding and technical assistance for regional and local public safety 
programs that partner mental and behavioral health professionals and law enforcement 
for contacts with individuals with mental and behavioral health issues. 

• CONTINUE TO ALLOW LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT THE OPTION FOR POLICE TO ENFORCE 
FEDERAL LAWS, INCLUDING IMMIGRATION LAWS, WITHOUT MANDATE 
Support preserving the op�on for Town police officers to enforce federal laws, including 
federal immigra�on laws, while vigorously opposing any State or federal legisla�on that 
mandates that its police enforce federal immigra�on laws, especially if they are 
unfunded mandates or are likely to result in enforcement officers engaging in racial 
profiling or discrimina�on based on race, ethnicity, or na�onal origin. 

• ENSURE STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS IN SUPPORT OF COMMUNITY POLICING DO NOT 
INCREASE OR DUPLICATE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
Prevent the imposi�on of onerous informa�on gathering and repor�ng requirements on 
public safety, especially when those requirements come with substan�al costs that are 
not supported by adequate funding. 

 
Emergency Response 

• SUPPORT INCREASED STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING FOR EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND 
DISASTER MITIGATION, RESPONSE, AND RECOVERY 
Support State and federal financial support and resources to assist local governments 
with disaster planning, mi�ga�on, response, and recovery in their communi�es. 
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