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Water Year 2026 so far

temperature, precipitation, etc.

Rocky Mountain National Park, 
February 22, photo by Henry Reges
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Temperature in Water Year 2026

https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/index.html 
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Statewide: Warmest first four 
months of a water year in 131 
years of records

5°F warmer than the 1991-2020 
average

1.7°F warmer than the previous 
record (WY 2018)
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Precipitation in Water Year 2026

https://climate.colostate.edu/co_cag/index.html 
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Statewide: 33rd driest start to a 
water year 

Much drier than average in the 
central mountains and much of 
northeastern Colorado

Parts of southern Colorado are 
much wetter than average for 
the water year, largely from the 
heavy rain in October
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https://climate.colostate.edu/monthly_summary.html 
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• January wasn’t as unusually 
warm as November and 
December, but still much 
warmer than average in most 
of the state
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The mountains were generally 
drier than average in January, as 
were the northeastern plains

Southeastern Colorado had a 
couple substantial snowstorms 
in January, including over a foot 
of snow in El Paso County on 
January 8-9
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January 2026

1991-2020 avg temp

Warm & dry Warm & wet

Cool & dry Cool & wet

January was in the 
warm and dry 
quadrant when 
averaged across the 
state
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October through 
January (first four 
months of water 
year)

1991-2020 avg temp

Warm & dry Warm & wet

Cool & dry Cool & wet

Warmest start to a 
water year by a large 
margin, and drier 
than average
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November 
through January, 
Colorado River 
Drainage

1991-2020 avg temp

Warm & dry Warm & wet

Cool & dry Cool & wet

When taking out the 
very wet October, 
Nov-Jan was way up 
in the warm and dry 
quadrant with two 
other very bad years 
in western Colorado: 
1981 and 2018
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Arctic blast in late January

Despite January being yet another warm month 
statewide, Colorado saw a notable cold snap 
around Jan. 24-26. Temperatures fell well below 0°F 
across portions of the Eastern Plains and in the 
mountains, which broke daily minimum temperature 
records throughout the state. Daytime temperatures 
were also cold: on Jan. 25, temperatures didn’t 
make it out of the teens in many areas, leading to 
numerous record low daily maximum temperatures 
as well.   
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Persistent record warmth in 
Colorado

January 2026 statewide 
average temperature 
rankings and temperature 
anomalies across 
different timescales. From 
NOAA’s Climate at a 
Glance

At timescales from 3 to 24 months, the time periods 
ending in January were all the warmest on record 
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Standardized 
Precipitation Index over 
360 days

A large area of western Colorado 
has had near-record low 
precipitation over the last year
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February 
precipitation 
through Monday 
morning (23rd) 
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February percent 
of normal 
precipitation 
through the 
morning of the 
23rd    
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February departure 
from normal 
temperature through 
the 23rd 

Yet another very warm 
month to date, with 
more warmth on the 
way to close out the 
month
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Fort Collins has 
recorded 38 60°F 
days this winter

Previous high was 
22 (1980-81)

The remaining 
days in the month 
are all forecast to 
be 60 or above 
(five more)

!!
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Strong winds on the 17th and 18th 
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Drought 
conditions

Photo from January 1981, approaching Dillon
Provided by Nolan Doesken

For some comparisons to the 1976-77 and 
1980-81 winters, see our blog post:

https://climate.colostate.edu/blog/index.php/
2026/02/09/how-does-this-year-compare-to-
the-snow-droughts-of-the-past/ 
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Change in the 
last 4 weeks
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Evaporative Demand 
Drought Index

Evaporative demand has 
been high across all of 

Colorado over the last 3 
months, and especially in the 

northeast and northwest, 
driven by the record warmth
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Outlook
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NOAA 7-day 
precipitation 
forecast

A decent-looking 
snowstorm for the 
northern mountains 
the next two days; 
largely dry to the 
south and east
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NOAA 7-day 
precipitation 
forecast 
(difference 
from 
average)
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NOAA 7-day 
precipitation 
forecast

Quick-look maps on our 
drought page:
 
https://climate.colostate.edu/
drought/#outlook 
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Much warmer than average for the rest of the week, and likely beyond

Average low temp

Average high temp
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Precip chances on Eastern Plains start to increase in early March
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For the period from March 3-9, high confidence in above-average 
temperature, and the odds slightly tilted toward above-average precip
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Will the next 15 days be above, below, or near average 
precipitation?

Out of 50 different model forecasts, how many are at least 0.1” above/below average, or within 0.1” of average 

Percent of members below average Percent of members within 0.1” Percent of members above avg

https://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/ecmwf.php 
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“A transition from La Niña to ENSO-neutral is expected in February-April 2026 (60% chance), with 
ENSO-neutral likely persisting through the Northern Hemisphere summer (56% chance in 
June-August 2026)” 
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml 

La Niña is on its way out – possible that El Niño will emerge 
later this year



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

NOAA’s March temperature outlook
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NOAA’s March precipitation outlook
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NOAA’s spring (Mar-Apr-May) temperature outlook
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NOAA’s spring (Mar-Apr-May) precipitation outlook
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USDA outlooks for 
wildfire potential 
show above 
average risk in 
southeast Colorado 
during March
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NOAA’s drought 
outlook suggests 
that all the parts of 
Colorado not 
currently in drought 
will be by the end 
of spring
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Takeaways
• Water Year 2026 so far has been exceptionally warm across Colorado.

• Since the big rainfall and flood in October, precipitation has been below average in 
most parts of the state

• Last week’s mountain snowstorm was helpful, but we’re still way behind

• Another period of very warm weather is underway for much of the state, except for 
the northern mountains which will see a decent snowstorm this week

• La Niña is on its way out, with ENSO-neutral conditions expected through spring 
and early summer

• Considering the warm and dry winter and an unfavorable outlook through 
spring, expect significant drought impacts, including reduced water supply 
and increased wildfire risk, in the coming months



Thank you!

@climate.colostate.edu


