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Survey Methodology

Community-wide 

open participation 

survey received 

803

 total responses. 

Address-based

Random sample survey

Survey open from
March 3 - March 31, 2026

Invitations mailed to 4,500 
households

846 responses received

+/- 3% Margin of error

Results weighted to reflect 
Erie



Key Findings



Residents are 
broadly satisfied 
with the Town’s 
parks and 
recreation system.



Quality of Parks and Recreation Services

Please rate the quality of each of the following provided by the Town of Erie.

75%

75%

77%

78%

85%

Recreation Programs

Availability of information about

parks and recreation offerings

The Erie Community Center

(ECC)

Trails

Parks

Percent excellent or good



Most residents 

support renovating 

and expanding the 

Erie Community 

Center.



Level of support for renovating the Erie Community Center

Strongly 

support, 

53%

Somewhat 

support, 

23%

Neither support nor 

oppose, 10%

Somewhat 

oppose, 7%

Strongly 

oppose, 7%

Overall, do you support or oppose the Town of Erie renovating and expanding the 

Erie Community Center to address current space and program limitations?

76%

14%



Reasons for supporting the ECC Expansion

10%

1%

5%

11%

21%

25%

27%

Other

To support active health

I'm a current / future user

Adds value to the community

The ECC is small / overcrowded

Should offer new / improved services

Erie population is growing

*Among those who support the expansion

If you support expansion, what are your primary reasons?



Reasons for opposing the ECC Expansion

If you oppose expansion, what are your primary concerns?

14%

2%

7%

9%

10%

11%

22%

25%The cost

It will increase taxes

I don’t use the ECC

It's not necessary

There are other priorities

Erie is overspending

The town had failed to properly plan for it 

Other

*Among those who oppose the expansion



Areas of importance for the ECC Expansion

In your opinion, how important is that Erie Community Center expansion 

focuses on each of these areas?

17%

31%

47%

49%

53%

65%

Additional multipurpose meeting

rooms

Improved staff and administrative space

Modernization of mechanical, electrical,

and AV systems

Additional gymnasium

Increased indoor playground and youth

space

Expanded fitness space

Percent essential or very important



Most residents 

would prefer a 

sales tax increase 

over a property 

tax increase to 

fund the ECC 

expansion.



Likelihood of voting YES for property or sale tax increases

24%

43%

22%

26%

13%

9%

41%

22%

Property tax increase

Sales tax increase

Very likely Somewhat likely Somewhat unlikely Very unlikely

How likely would you be to vote yes if a ballot measure proposed a sales tax / 

property tax increase to fund the Erie Community Center expansion?

If funded through a sales tax increase, the estimated rate 

increase would be approximately 0.50%. 

For example, on a $6 cup of coffee the sales tax would 

increase by approximately $0.03.

If funded through a property tax increase, the estimated 

increase would be approximately 1.653 mills. This brings the 

total mill levy for the Town to approximately 14.89. 

For example, for a home valued at $800,000, the annual 

property tax would increase by approximately $90 per year.



Preference between a sale tax increase 

vs a property tax increase

Sales tax 
increase

52%

Property tax 
increase

16%

Do not 
expand at 
this time

20%

Not sure
12%

If the Town moves forward, which funding option would you prefer?



Reasons for preferring the sales tax increase

12%

1%

3%

4%

9%

11%

24%

37%

Other

Sales taxes are low in Erie

It is preferable for me

I can control how much I buy in Erie

It is easier to digest

Home affordability

Wider share of costs

Property taxes are already high

*Among those who prefer a sales tax increase

What most influenced your answer above (supporting sales tax)?*



Reasons for preferring the property tax increase

What most influenced your answer above (supporting property tax)?*

23%

4%

5%

6%

13%

15%

34%

Other

Geographic fairness

Not enough businesses in Erie

I'm not a home owner

Stable and predictable funding

Residents should pay for it

Sales tax is regressive / unfair

*Among those who prefer a property tax increase



Summary of 

Key Findings

✓ Residents are broadly satisfied with the 

Town’s parks and recreation system.

✓ Most residents support renovating and 

expanding the Erie Community Center.

✓ Most residents would prefer a sales tax 

increase over a property tax increase to 

fund the Erie Community Center expansion.



Questions?

Thank you!

Jason Neumeyer

Director of Survey Research

jason.neumeyer@polco.us
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