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 150 Bonnell Avenue • P.O. Box 750 • Erie, Colorado 80516 • Phone 303.926.2799 • Fax 303.665.9420 

 Department of Parks and Recreation 
Parks Division 

 
 
 

 
To: Chris LaRue, Planning and Development, Senior Planner 

From:  Rob Crabb, Parks & Open Space Division Manager    

Date: December 19, 2017 

Subject:  ERIE VILLAGE FILING 5 – SKETCH PLAN 

Cc: Darren Champion, Parks & Open Space Project Coordinator 

             Farrell Buller, Assistant to Town Administrator – Community Services  

   
Parks and Open Space Division staff has reviewed the sketch plan for the above-referenced 
subject and offers comments: 
 

- Move the proposed park off of County Line Road (the UDC addresses this restriction). 
Should be more centrally-located within the filing.   

- Tract Summary Chart, Tract 4.  The Town of Erie does not desire maintenance 
responsibility of this tract.  Also, further discussion is requested as to whether or not 
the Town should own this small tract as a labeled “easement”.  

- If no other connectivity options are being planned in this general area, the Town desires 
a spine trail, running east to west through Outlot X that shall eventually connect 
through TOE-owned Outlots J and K, to the existing spine trail located just south of Erie 
Village. 

- Staff has concerns with the sketched road alignment as it relates to the two large 
cottonwood trees that are desired to remain. Any road alignment must stay out of the 
trees’ drip zone, at a minimum.  However, any plan that allows for a road to be built 
adjacent to these trees shall most likely negatively-affect the health of these trees in 
the short, medium and long term.   

 



 
 
 
 

Town of Erie 
Open Space and Trails Advisory Board 

    
 
From: Town of Erie Open Space and Trails Advisory Board (OSTAB) 
To: Chris LaRue, Planner, Community Development 
Date: December 12, 2017 

 
Subject: Erie Village Filing 5, Sketch Plan 
Documents Date: November 2, 2017 
Location: Between County Line Rd & C W Bixler Blvd 

 
OSTAB has reviewed the package materials, compared them to Town planning documents, and 
submits the following comments, questions, and recommendations for the Town’s evaluation 
process. 

 
Open Space and the Natural Areas Inventory (NAI): 
 
Discussion:  There are no sites in the Erie Natural Areas Inventory (NAI) within this filing area. 
There are 3.11 acres of open space, none of which meets the requirements in the Unified 
Development Code (UDC) for dedicated open space. Staff should research whether or not this 
subdivision met the requirement for dedicated open space in earlier filings. 
 
Recommendation:  Determine whether or not this subdivision met the requirement for dedicated 
open space in earlier filings. 

 
Spine Trail: 
 
Discussion:  There are no proposed Spine Trails in the Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and 
Trails (PROST) Master Plan within this filing area . There is an existing Spine Trail approximately 
1,500’ west of the intersection of County Line Rd. and the southern portion of C W Bixler Blvd. 
That Spine Trail is an important and highly used connection from Erie Village/Kenosha Farms to 
the Erie Elementary and Middle Schools, and to Old Town further east. That trail connection is 
especially important because there are no sidewalks on the western side of County Line Rd 
between C W Bixler Blvd and Jay Rd/Cheesman St, and sidewalks on only one third of that 
distance on the east side of County Line Rd. 
 
The eastern third of the area between County Line Rd and that existing Spine Trail is Outlot X in 
this application; the western two thirds is Town of Erie open space. We strongly believe that all 
Erie residents should have convenient accessibility to the Town’s Spine Trail network, and other 
neighborhood trails. A Spine Trail through Outlot X and the Town’s open space to the existing 
spine trail would accomplish that goal. 
 



Recommendation: Coordinate with the Town to locate and build a Spine Trail from County Line  
Rd. to the existing Spine Trail that is south of Allen Ave. The trail should go through Outlot X and 
Town open space.  
 
Neighborhood Trails and Sidewalks: 
 
Discussion:  The Town requires an 8’ concrete sidewalk in a meandering buffer on primary 
roads. The Sketch Plan does not show any sidewalk along County line Rd. We believe that 
sidewalk is required unless the applicant was previously granted an exemption. 
 
There are no neighborhood trails within the application. There are, of course, sidewalks on both 
sides of all streets. We decided not to recommend additional neighborhood trails. However, it is 
important that residents be able to safely cross C W Bixler to access the Town’s Spine Trail 
system, the near-by large St John Park, and the small pocket park within Village Circle. C W 
Bixler Blvd is heavily used, since the residents of the roughly 500 homes in Erie Village and 
Kenosha Farms have only 2 exits: C W Bixler to County Line on the east, and Lombardi St to 
Kenosha Rd to the north. Location(s) of crosswalks and/or pedestrian traffic control devices 
should be coordinated with Town staff. 
 
Recommendation:  

1. Build an 8’ concrete sidewalk in a meandering buffer on the west side of County Line 
Rd.; 

2. Coordinate with Town staff the location and format of cross walks to multiple 
recreational features that are to the west: 

a. Spine Trail; 
b. St John park; 
c. Village Circle pocket park. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Please pass this referral letter to the Applicant, and appropriate town departments, boards, and 
commissions. Thank you for your attention to these matters. OSTAB is available to discuss any 
of the above in more detail as needed. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Open Space and Trails Advisory Board 

 
Bob Braudes 
Phil Brink 
Dawn Fraser 
Monica Kash 
Nicole Littmann 
Ken Martin (Chair) 
Joe Martinez 
 


	4) OSTAB Village Sketch Plan Referral 2017Dec.pdf
	Town of Erie
	Subject: Erie Village Filing 5, Sketch Plan
	Documents Date: November 2, 2017
	Location: Between County Line Rd & C W Bixler Blvd
	Open Space and the Natural Areas Inventory (NAI):
	Open Space and Trails Advisory Board
	Bob Braudes
	Phil Brink
	Dawn Fraser
	Monica Kash
	Nicole Littmann
	Ken Martin (Chair)
	Joe Martinez



