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Healthy Kids Colorado Survey Background
• Anonymous, self-reported information from Colorado middle and high school students 

in school every other year administered by the Colorado School of Public Health in 
partnership with state agencies

• Participation is voluntary
• Many levels of consent, including districts, schools and parents before the survey is 

administered
• Research shows that young people respond just as credibly as adults on anonymous 

and confidential health surveys
• Data analysis includes thorough checks to omit the very small percentage of young 

people who falsify their answers.
• Measures various health issue areas – eating, safety, substance use, sexual behavior, 

mental health etc.



High school students trying alcohol more 
than other substances



Middle school students trying alcohol and vapor 
products more than other substances



High school students using alcohol more 
than other substances



Ease of access to substances



Marijuana perceived as least risky



No change in students trying marijuana 
reported since 2013 – high school



No change in current marijuana use 
reported since 2013



Smoking is still most common mode of 
marijuana use



Trends of consumption methods are 
changing



Marijuana Retailers in Boulder County

County: 47

Cities

Boulder: 23
Longmont: 7
Lafayette: 3
Louisville: 2
Nederland: 4 
Lyons: 2
Superior: 0
Niwot: 1
Jamestown: 0
Ward: 0
Unincorporated/other: 5



Retailers within 1 mile radius of a school

55 schools have 
1+ dispensary 
within 1 mile 
radius

94 schools have 
1+ alcohol 
establishment 
within 1 mile 
radius 

101 total schools 
mapped



# of Marijuana Retailers within 1 mile radius of schools

Median of 1 marijuana retailer within 1 mile radius of Boulder County Schools

● ½ of schools have 0-1 marijuana retailers within 1 mile 

● ¼ th of schools have 1-3 marijuana retailers within 1 mile

● ¼ th of schools have 3-7 marijuana retailers within 1 mile 

Outliers: one school has up to 13 retailers within 1 mile 
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