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Site: North 119" St. 4684

HISTORIC

HISTORIC LANDMARK PROPERTIES
LANDMARK NOMINATION FORM

L(;CAL G,

TOWN OF ERIE
1374

Owner(s) of (Site) Property: Town of Erie, Colorado

(Only the owner(s) of properties can nominate the property. If there are multiple owners, list the principal
owner first for contact purposes. List all owners of interest in the property and use the exact name(s) as it

appears on the recorded Title.)

On April 26, 2016 the Town entered into an agreement to lease the farmable portion of the Allan Farms Open

Space Property to Rob and Sindy Lindow for a period of five years commencing April 2016 and terminating

December 31, 2021

Address of contact person: Nancy Parker, (Erie Town Clerk) 645 Holbrook, Erie CO, 80516

Phone: 303-926-2731 Email: nparker@erieco.gov

Historic Name of Property (if applicable) Sheldon-Allan Farms

Address of Property: 4684 North 119" St., Erie, CO 80516

Use of Property:
Historic: Residence
Current: Unoccupied

Source(s) of information: EHPAB Survey

Year of Construction: circa 1884
Year(s) of Exterior Remodeling (if known): Unknown
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Historical Narrative:

This property is associated with agriculture, coal mining, and the railroad. Its owners were prominent members
of Canfield and Erie society.

In 1878 a 200-foot strip on the land that later became Allan Farm was reserved for a right-of-way for the “Denver
and Boulder Valley Railway Company”. In 1880, a 50-foot long right of way was deeded to the “Longmont-Erie
Railway Company.”

In 1889 Adam Garrison deeded the property, now known as Allan Farm to Clinton Edgar Sheldon. The price was
$3000. C. E. Sheldon and his wife Mahala lived there for the remainder of their lives, with daughters Cecel and
Frances Sheldon. The Sheldons were prominent members of the farming community. Their comings and goings
were recorded regularly in the Erie-Canfield Newspaper. The couple was sometimes referred to as “Ed and Lala
Sheldon.” C.E. Sheldon died in 1920 and Mahala Sheldon died in 1929. Clinton E., Mahala, and daughter Cecel
are all buried in Mt. Pleasant Cemetery.

C.E. Sheldon’s obituary in the Lafayette Leader in 1929 said this about him:

He was one of the most prominent farmers of this section of Colorado and had by industry and
right dealing reaped the reward of a hard-working life. His home was an ideal place, wherein were
to be found those things which made it attractive to his family and friends.

Daughter Frances Sheldon married a coal miner from Lafayette, Daniel Allan. Allan worked in the Simpson Mine
and then later the Columbine Mine. Frances and Daniel had two sons, Sheldon Allan and Eston Allan. The boys
were born in California. Frances and Daniel Allen divorced. Frances remarried, and her name changed to Frances
Snyder. She moved to Boulder with her sons. Documents related to the farm after 1930 list Frances Snyder,
Sheldon Allan, and Eston Allan as owners.

In 1930, Frances Snyder signed two checks for lumber and labor to build a barn and a milk house. It’s possible
that these are the standing buildings on the Allan Farm today, although this is unconfirmed.

In 1937, a quitclaim deed for an adjacent parcel of land was signed by Clara M. Gooding to Frances Snyder,
Sheldon E. Allan and Eston R. Allan. Clara was the daughter of Emma Gooding, from a prominent Longmont
farming family. In 1944, an additional parcel of land was deeded to the Snyder and Allan family from the owner
of the Star Mine, Thomas A. Brennan. This parcel came with rights to pump water from the Star Mine, and shares
in the Leyner-Cottonwood Consolidated Ditch Company.

According to an oral history interview with Sheldon Allan, Sheldon also worked at the Columbine Mine, and then
the Imperial Mine. He mentions living at the farm at some point, but he also lived in Boulder and then on Carbon
Street in Erie.

Eston Allan spent most of his life traveling the world and working in different countries, although he did spend
time in Erie. Sheldon, Eston, and their father Daniel Allan started the Cracker Jack Mine in Marshall, Colorado;
which produced coal for 5-7 years.
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Sheldon Allan was mayor of Erie. In his interview, he says he was mayor from 1950-1957. The Erie High School
report “Erie: Yesterday and Today” lists him as mayor from 1960-1966.

The Forman (also spelled Foreman) family bought 40 acres east of the Allan Farm, but they couldn’t access it.
They made a lane and built a house on what is now 119th. Anne Groot lived there for a short time. When she
died, The Tanaka family leased it and farmed the land for 35 years. It became part of the Tanaka vegetable empire,
along with family owned land in Boulder County. Sheldon Allan tells the story that he and his mother Frances
talked with Dick one day by the river and suggested he move in to the house and farm the land. Dick didn’t have
the money to buy seeds, so Frances Snyder lent it to him. According to Sheldon, this was how Dick Tanaka
vegetable farms got its start.

Sheldon’s daughter Carolyn Allan McCarthy owned the Allan Farm until she sold it to the Town of Erie in
2015.

Sources:

Original documents, Town of Erie (provided by Nancy Parker, Town Clerk):
http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60525&h=92207116&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true& phsrc=PcU73& phstart=successSo

urce

Obituary:
https://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=26986994

Cecil and Mahala’s 20th wedding anniversary party (attended by the Schofields and many more):
https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/cgi-bin/colorado?a=d&d=ERN19050407-01.2.9&srpos=1&e=----
---en-20-ERN-1--txt-txIN-sheldon------- 0-Oral

Oral history Interview with Sheldon Allan:
http://oralhistory.boulderlibrary.org/interview/oh0891/

Grave marker for Clinton and Mahala Sheldon:
http://centennialstate.coloradodar.org/erie/erieimagesp2t/sheldonclintonedgarmahala.jpg

Architectural Description:

Written by Dave Snow, retired National Park Service Historical Architect

There are three historic structures on the site that appear to be greater than 50 years old: a masonry house, a stone
out building, and a wood frame out building. This is an exterior survey.

Masonry Wood Frame House (See Images 1-7)
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The primary footprint is a rectangular north and south el with intersecting gable roofs (with wood frame gable
ends) on the main portion of the one story house. There are two extensions to the east elevation, one with an added
shed roof (south shed wall appears to be masonry), the other with a low pitched hip roof (sheathed with horizontal
wood clapboard siding). A small wood frame porch pediment is located over the main entry on the west elevation
of the south wing. The roof is covered by contemporary white composition shingles.

The primary house walls appear to have white stucco plastered masonry walls over a masonry substrate as there
are ghosts of arched masonry lintels at all window and door openings. The tall and narrow historic windows are
visibly modified by the installation of smaller rectangular windows likely when the stucco was applied (existing
windows and doors are covered with plywood). It is very possible that the historic substrate is constructed similar
to the stone out building and thus may be a combination of cut stone and red brick beneath the stucco. There is a
historic red brick chimney at the midpoint of the south wing’s ridge.

Stone Out Building (See Images 8-10)

The primary footprint is rectangular one story massing with a gable roof (the ridge runs north to south). The roof
is sheathed with contemporary corrugated metal and there are contemporary gutters and downspouts. The walls
appear to be an unusual combination of random cut granite, red sandstone and full dimension red brick (the
combination all surprisingly plumb). The brick is laid up in vertical and horizontal widths of approximately 12
inches on the east elevation and only horizontal on the west. The north wall consists of random size cut red
sandstone. Unlike the house, the window and door headers and sills are constructed with cut or hewn wood
timbers. The doors are unusually low which may indicate a subterranean floor (perhaps to function as root cellar
type food storage). All openings are covered with plywood.

Wood Frame Out Building (See Images 11-15)

The primary footprint is rectangular one story massing with a gable roof and exposed rafters (the ridge runs east
to west). The roof is sheathed with contemporary composition shingles. Walls are extremely weathered wood
frame sheathed with horizontal drop siding with evidence of white paint. There are numerous windows and doors
on the south elevation. It appears to have functioned as a barn or garage with a large double door opening on the
west elevation.

General Significance of the Property:

A. Architectural: The property or structure has distinctive characteristics of a type, period,
and method of construction or artisan.

[l Exemplifies specific elements of an architectural style or period.

[] Example of the work of an architect or builder who is recognized for expertise nationally, state-
wide, regionally, or locally.

B Demonstrates superior craftsmanship or high artistic value.

[ ] Represents an innovation in construction materials or design.

[l Style particularly is associated with Erie area.
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[] Represents a built environment of a group of people in an era of history that is culturally
significant to Erie.

[] Pattern or grouping of elements representing at least one of the above criteria.

[ ] Significant historic model.

B. Social/Historic: The property or structure is associated with events or persons that
have made a significant contribution to history.

Site of a historic event that had an effect on society, community or event in the area’s
development.

Exemplifies cultural, political, economic or social heritage of the community or a particular
ethnic group.

Associated with a notable person(s) or the work of a notable person(s).

A unique example of an event in Erie’s history

Demonstrates potential to make an important contribution to the knowledge of the area’s history
or prehistory.

An association with an important event in the area’s development.

O MO0 W 0O

C. Geographic/Environmental:

B Enhances the sense of identity of the community, or is geographically or regionally important.
B Exhibits an established and familiar natural setting or visual fixture of the community.

Statement of Significance:

This property is associated with agriculture, coal mining, and the railroad. Its owners were prominent members
of Canfield and Erie society. The farm has was owned by the Sheldon-Allan family from 1889 until it was sold
to the Town of Erie in 2016.

In the 1870s, both the Denver and Boulder Valley Railway Company and Longmont-Erie Railway Company had
right-of-ways through this property. The land was considered part of the town of Canfield.

Clinton Edgar Sheldon purchased the property from Adam Garrison in 1889 for $3000.00. He and his wife Mahala
were prominent members of the area's agricultural community and Canfield society. Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon and
daughter Cecel are buried in Mt Pleasant Cemetery. Sheldon leased water rights to the owners of the Star Mine
starting in 1890.

The Sheldon's daughter Frances married Lafayette miner, Daniel Allan. Allan worked at the Simpson Mine and
later at the Columbine Mine. In 1929 the property passed to Frances and her sons Sheldon and Eston Allen. In
1930 they had a barn and a milk house built on the property. Sheldon also worked in the Columbine Mine and the
Imperial Mine. Sheldon was Mayor of the town of Erie in the mid-1900s. Well-known farmer Dick Tanaka leased
the property and farmed it for 35 years.
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Description of Property:

1. Legal description of property: Lot: XX Block: XX Subdivision:

2. Description of manmade site features that contribute to the historic significance of structure being
nominated: N/A.
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Photos of Current Structure:
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10/8/16, Image 6: Masonry House West End of North Elevation
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10/8/16, Image 10: Stone Out Building Northeast Corner.
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108/1, Imae12: Woame Out Buing oth Ievain. ‘
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10/8/16, Image 14: Wood Frame Out Building Northeast Corner.
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10/8/16, Image 15: Wood Frame Out Building North EIevatin, Door Detail.
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MI.MMGIBMR- ALLaN,
of the Oounty of Boulder,
the fullowing real properly, situate in the

and State of Colorado, to-wit:

. The south half (5.1) of the
section twelve (12), 1n
nine (€8) west of the 6th P.M., except any parcels thesreof not
conveyed by deed of Clinton E. Eheldon or C, E. Sheldon to dshalan
R. Sheldon, as shown by deed or record, saving and ressrving to
at Frances L. Snyder, the possession, use and enjoyzent of said
her natural life, snd such possession,
eby conveyed to the szid Frances [,
Snyder;

with nli 1ts appurtenances.

and Btate of Colorads,
founty of  Boulder,

» Of range sixty-
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The s=aid premises are
not In tenancy in comaon, but in joint tenancy, unless and provided,
however, that {f either of the said grantees, Sheldon E. Alls
Ecton R, Allan, should die leaving i1ssye him surviving, then, in
Silch event, the sald premises shall pass in tenancy in coxron,

hereby expressly declared to pass

and hereby provided, any thing
that the whol

I
to the contrary notulthstandlng, ole or any part of sunid

es L. fnyder,
survivor or survivors

the survivor or survivors of them
instruments or writing executed
S therefor shall bo effectusl to convey in fee-
: simple, the suld premises, or such other in

terest therein as shall

beldatermlned upon by the partiass execiuiting the said instrument of
: writing,

+

(1 Lol b Nihnlah H, Sheldon 18 pecosiad In bonk 447 st pa,eg 1
Foaliew Crnty Huramig) .

by the said partie

TR oar

Kigned und delivereq this 19th duy af Novenber, n 37,

6..4«.4,/,/"%;04{«7 (REAL)

ettt ey mEALY

........‘npst:ll‘j .

- STATE OF COLORADO .
- COUNTY OF BoULDER |

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this 12 th dayof Noveanber,

1987,by  CLARA M. GOODIHG.

Ay ecomminalun crpires November 21st,, 4. D. 10 37.
e
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Abstract of Title to

THE SOUTH HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARIER OF
SECTION TWELVE IN TOWNSHIP ONE NCORTH OF
RANGE SIXTY NINE, except parcels of land
a8 set forth at Entkies Nos. 15 & 16 of
the within sbstract.
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